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WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Calving
• At-risk cow checks
• Metrichecking
• Autumn calving herd scans
• Calf dehorning
• 7in1 vaccinations
• Repro Ready consults
• Bulk milk BVD testing

 GRANT FRASER

THE RESULTS OF LAST YEAR’S 
MATING SURVEY
The latest data from last year’s spring mating is out and it makes for some 
interesting reading. 

The 2 main statistics that everyone 
wants to know are the 6 week in-
calf rate and the empty rate. 

Our local figures are very close to 
the New Zealand average figures 
which has had a 1% lift in 6 week 
in-calf rate to 66%, and a 1% 
increase in empty rate to 17%.

Usually a lift in 6 week in calf rate 
is followed by a drop in the empty 
rate but this did not happen. The 
reason for this probably due to lack 
of food available through the later 
part of mating from November 
onwards. 

This helps to emphasise the 
importance of maintaining 
nutrition all the way through the 
mating period and avoiding any 
unnecessary changes.

The other important piece of 
information to come out of the 
statistics, is the drop in conception 
rates as the season progresses. 

This is part of the reason why it 
is vital to try and get our 3-week 
submission rate up, to take 
advantage of our better conception

rates at the start of the season.

This is just a snap shot of some of 
the key factors to take into account 
when planning your mating this 
coming season. We are offering 
all farmers a FREE Repro Ready 
consult to ensure we are doing 
our best to increase our on farm 
performance.

Don’t hesitate to contact Katherine 
at the clinic to discuss your 
requirements further.

Conception rates decrease as the season progresses.

FREE TAIL 
PAINT AND 
HEAD LAMP 
WITH PURCHASE 
OF A CALF 
DRENCH PACK*
 Includes:
• 1x 5L Arrest C
• 1x 2.5L Eclipse
• 30ml dual nozzle drench gun
• LED LENS
• 6x Pack FIL Tail Paint

PACK COST: $849.90

*Available while stocks last
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

     July 2018 22kg DM/day 120mm 8°C 2066kg DM 203,000

     July 2017 28kg DM/day 125mm 11°C 2117kg DM 193,000

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

OUR 2-MAN 
TEAM IS ON 
THE GO…
Have you got your calf 
dehorning sorted?

This season our experienced 
dehorner Trevor Chubb 
(pictured below) will be 
accompanied by another 
team member, meaning the  
job will be more efficient than 
ever before.

Minimum age for dehorning 
is 3 weeks, or 4 weeks if you 
wish to include their first 7in1 
vaccination. You have the 
option of including Metacam 
with the dehorning to help the 
calves bounce back that much 
quicker.

With no visit fee or mileage 
our dehorning prices are 
competitive.

A stringent ‘clean on-clean off’ 
policy means you can have 
peace of mind with biosecurity.

Contact the clinic now on  
888 8197 to book your spaces.

 GREG JARRATT

ENERGYCHECK – A SIMPLE TEST THAT 
COULD SAVE YOU THOUSANDS OF 
DOLLARS.
Clinical Ketosis (CK) is a metabolic disease that cows suffer from during 
the transition period. 

Often, cows with CK will display 
the following signs: reduced 
production, reduced appetite, dry 
faeces, rapid weight loss and in 
severe cases nervous signs such as 
aggression, licking and chewing of 
non-food objects. Early recognition 
of this diseases allows appropriate 
intervention which is highly 
successful in most cases.

The biggest problem arises 
when cows (usually a significant 
proportion of individuals in the 
herd) suffer from Sub-clinical 
Ketosis (SCK). While the obvious 
clinical signs are lacking, these cows 
have increased risk to the following 
conditions:

• Displaced abomasum (4th 
chamber of the cows stomach 
twisted)

• Metritis (prolonged vaginal 
discharge post calving)

• Mastitis (both increase in severity 
and duration of clinical signs)

• Anoestrus (non-cycling cows)
• Developing Clinical Ketosis 

(described above)

The good news is SCK can be 
detected easily in early lactation by 
way of an instantaneous cow-side 
test. Blood collected from the cow’s 
tail vein can be used in a hand held 
electronic meter which provides 
very accurate results.

After sampling 10 cows we can 
determine if there is an issue with 
SCK in your herd and provide you 
with the information to help rectify 
the issue.

Proactive animal health solutions 
are the future of veterinary 
medicine and modern farming 
practices. Energycheck fits this 
category, helping farmers achieve 
top results with sound science.

Call the clinic on 888 8197 to book 
your Energycheck test today.


